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act promptly in perfecting the permanent organiza- 
tion, for i t  will be difficult t o  gather together again the  
picked men of this Service after they have returned t o  
civil life. General Sibert can perform a distinct 
national service before his announced retirement by  
urging the  same speed in action as he urged upon his 
own men in the  manufacture of mustard gas. 

Another thought came as  we watched the  diners. 
What about the  return of these men t o  civil life? 
Will the  way be easy or hard? For many of them 
former positions are waiting. For others the  path is 
not SO clear, for  substitutes have been employed, a t  
least for the  year. Particularly is this true in many 
universities where finances are sadly cramped because 
of decrease in tuition fees and earnings from invested 
funds. Certainly we all should join hands in making 
this return involve as  little as  possible of sacrifice on 
the  par t  of these men who have done their full par t  by 
our country in a t ime of great national stress. 

To t h e  undergraduates and the  men drawn from 
graduate student ranks we would urge a return at  all 
costs t o  their universities for t h e  completion of their 
scientific training. This training has been sharply in- 
terrupted by the  call of the  war period, bu t  t h e  expe- 
rience gained by  both professors and students in con- 
nection with war work should infuse a fresh and even 
more vigorous spirit into educational work and should 
give t o  the country eventually a class of men into 
whose hands the future  development of chemistry 
should worthily fall. I n  this connection the  situation 
presents an  admirable opportunity for the  display of t he  
spirit of cooperation on the  par t  of the  industries 
toward the  universities by  t h e  establishment of a 
large number of scholarships and fellowships, even 
though these be only temporary, which will enable the  
immediate refilling of university ranks. 

T o  those returning chemists who had previously 
completed their university courses, i t  need only be 
pointed out t ha t  practically no recruits have come 
into the  ranks during the  past year, and tha t  t he  
chemical industry of t he  country, with all strictly 
war work ended, will be greater t han  before the  war. 

Doubtless some hardships will be endured during 
the next six months of readjustment. This is t o  be 
deplored, but  i t  is by  no means a misfortune confined t o  
chemical ranks. It is a part  of the  price. Certainly 
this country will need in the  great program of peace 
days every chemist whose training is sound, whose 
judgment is well balanced, and whose faith in  his 
country is an unquenchable flame. 

NOTES 

A new use is suggested for t he  ultramicroscope-to 
find a chemist among the  host of American specialists 
who accompanied t o  Paris our official representatives 
charged with the responsibility of formulating a t reaty 
of peace with tha t  country which makes of chemistry 
its strong right arm in times of peace and war. This 
suggestion is sympathetically passed on to  the  president 
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of the  Chemical Alliance, Inc., for reflection during his 
leisure moments. 

Welcome t o  The Octagof i ,  the  official organ of t he  
Lehigh Valley Section, and also t o  The Blast Lamp,  
published by  the Kem Klub of Hunter College (for 
young women), New York City! Tha t  women are 
entering the  field of chemistry in dead earnest is shown 
by the following extract from the  latter publica- 
tion. 

The preparation is long and difficult. Chemistry alone is 
not sufficient. One must have a working knowledge of calculus 
and one must know a good deal of physics. 

As t o  women in  research this naive confession is 
made: 

It is said that the true spirit of research is natural curiosity, 
and certainly women possess that. 

Knowing the  delightful personality and inherent 
modesty of Mr. Charles H. MacDowell, of t h e  War 
Industries Board, we are confident t ha t  he blushed 
with confusion when he read in a recent Washington 
press story the  following: 

Experts headed by Charles H. MacDowell, chief of the Chemi- 
cals Division of the Board, Mr. Baruch said to-day, are meeting 
with success in the development of new processes of manu- 
facture of standardizing present processes. At the same time 
they are fostering the use of German formulas for obtaining in 
America soluble potash, aniline dyes, optical glass, and chemical 
apparatus, fine and pharmaceutical chemicals, and clay for 
graphite crucibles, 

The Committee has voted the  award of the Perkin 
Medal this year t o  Dr. F. G. Cottrell of t he  U. S. 
Bureau of Mines, for his work on electrical precipita- 
tion. 

The Nichols Medal, awarded for the  most note- 
worthy contributions appearing during the  year in  
the  publications of this  Society, will not be awarded 
this year. Too much of t h e  best research is still 
locked up  for reasons of war. The contest for this 
medal next year should be a hummer. 

This decision will be unanimously acclaimed. 

The recent great gathering of business men at 
Atlantic City expressed itself in no uncertain terms on 
the  subject of pivotal industries, as follows: 

Conditions brought upon us by the European War a t  its 
beginning, as well as our national necessities after we entered 
the war, made it of the highest importance that a number of 
industries should a t  once be developed in the United States. 
Large investments, both of capital and skill, have since been 
placed in these enterprises. Upon the production of some of 
them, relatively small in themselves, the continuation of some 
of our largest industries has depended. Some of the recently 
developed industries have national importance in fields much 
broader than the markets of their products; for they may serve, 
for example, to promote scientific research, which will add to 
national efficiency, resources, and wealth in many distinct 
ways. 

It becomes essential, therefore, that the Government should 
at once proceed to ascertain the industries which have been de- 
veloped during the European war and ascertain those the main- 
tenance of which is indispensable for the safety of our industrial 
structure and our military establishment. 

When these pivotal industries have been ascertained, means 
suitable in view of their nature and situations should at  once 
be provided for their encouragement and preservation. t 


